The Effect of the COVID-19 Pandemic on
Business Membership Organisations and
Industry-Academia Collaboration in Punjab

Policy Recommendations to the Government of Punjab

As a federally owned enterprise, GIZ supports the German Government in achieving its objectives in the field of international cooperation
for sustainable development.
Published by: Deutsche Gesellschaft für
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH
Registered offices
Bonn and Eschborn
Address
T +49 61 96 79-0
F +49 61 96 79-11 15
E info@giz.de
I www.giz.de
Project:
Programme for Modernisation and Innovation Promotion in Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises in India (MSME INNO)
Responsible:
Chaman Lal Dhanda
Head of Project
Programme for Modernisation and Innovation Promotion in Micro Small and Medium-sized Enterprises in India (MSME INNO), GIZ India
Author:
Dr. Charvi Mehta, GIZ
Gaurav Sharma, GIZ
Hirdesh Madan, TiE Chandigarh
Anupam Gakhar, TiE Chandigarh
Sahil Makkar, TiE Chandigarh
Editor:
Victoria Hohenhausen, GIZ
Photo credits:
Cover page: MSME INNO, GIZ
Page 8: MSME INNO, GIZ
Page 12: MSME INNO, GIZ
Page 16: MSME INNO, GIZ
Page 19: MSME INNO, GIZ
Page 25: MSME INNO, GIZ
URL links:
This publication contains links to external websites. Responsibility for the content of the listed external sites always lies with their respective
publishers. When the links to these sites were first posted, GIZ checked the third-party content to establish whether it could give rise to civil
or criminal liability. However, the constant review of the links to external sites cannot reasonably be expected without concrete indication of
a violation of rights. If GIZ itself becomes aware or is notified by a third party that an external site it has provided a link to gives rise to civil
or criminal liability, it will remove the link to this site immediately. GIZ expressly dissociates itself from such content.
Maps:
The maps printed here are intended only for information purposes and in no way constitute recognition under international law of boundaries and territories. GIZ accepts no responsibility for these maps being entirely up to date, correct or complete. All liability for any damage,
direct or indirect, resulting from their use is excluded.
On behalf of
German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)
GIZ is responsible for the content of this publication.
Printed on 100% recycled paper, certified to FSC standards.
New Delhi, December 2020

Page 2

Contents

1
2
3
4

Introduction
MSME Sector in India

9

MSMEs in Punjab
Role of BMOs in the MSME Ecosystem

9
10

Industry-Academia Linkages

10

Why this Policy Dialouge and Policy Recommendations?

11

Discussions
Policy Dialogue on BMOs
Policy Dialogue on Industry-Academia

13
15

Recommendations
Recommendations on Strengthening BMOs

17

Recommendations on Promoting Industry-Academia Linkages

18

About Partners
Organiser
Implementing Partners
Government Partners

20

Ecosystem Partners

20
20
21

Acknowledgements

22

Page 3

Foreword

Mr. Alok Shekhar
Indian Administration Service (IAS),
Principal Secretary, Investment Promotion,
Principal Secretary, Parliamentary Affairs,
Principal Secretary, Industries and Commerce and Information
Technology, Government of Punjab

I welcome these policy recommendations provided by TiE
Chandigarh and GIZ. MSMEs are the backbone of the
economy in Punjab. The state government, through the
Department of Industries and Commerce, is fully committed
to provide fiscal and regulatory support to the MSMEs of
Punjab.
With the ‘Industrial and Business Development Policy
2017’, the Government of Punjab aims to boost industrial
growth and economic activity. MSMEs, start-ups and
entrepreneurship are key pillars of the policy. Various
incentives for the target group have been enumerated in the
policy. The Department of Industries and Commerce and the
Startup Punjab cell are dedicatedly working with MSMEs and
start-ups to facilitate their regulatory clearances and provide
access to the state government’s fiscal incentives.
The state government is cognizant of the severe impact that
the COVID-19 pandemic has on the MSME ecosystem.
Carefully coordinated interventions in collaboration with
industry, academia, research organisations, start-ups, investors
and other stakeholders are the need of the hour to help
industries scale up post COVID-19.
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I look forward to examining the recommendations and
suggestions made by TiE Chandigarh and GIZ. The
Department of Industries and Commerce and the Startup
Punjab cell will consider these recommendations and plan out
an applicable implementation strategy.

Foreword

Mr. Sibin C
Director, Department of Industries,
Government of Punjab

I highly appreciate this initiative on studying the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic on industries in Punjab, taken up
by TiE Chandigarh and GIZ India. The state government,
through the Department of Industries and Commerce, is
highly engaged with the industries in Punjab during this
difficult time. The department helped MSMEs to reopen after the lockdown. It is committed to providing the
required assistance in the form of fiscal and regulatory
support through its very innovative ‘Industrial and Business
Development Policy 2017’.
The state government has taken up numerous initiatives
to promote entrepreneurship in the Punjab. The recently
enacted ‘Right to Business Act’ and the ‘Punjab Innovative
Mission’ are expected to bring a new investment climate
to the state. To give market support impetus to start-ups,
start-ups in public procurement are treated preferentially.
The first 100 start-ups provisionally registered with Start-up
Punjab every year will be reimbursed the state component
paid at the time of company registration in Punjab with
the Registrar of Companies, Ministry of Corporate Affairs,
Government of India (GoI). In June 2020, the Government
of Punjab introduced the Punjab student entrepreneurship

scheme. Under this scheme, all universities, colleges and
polytechnics with incubators on campus will provide a 20%
attendance relaxation and 4% marks to students for pursuing
entrepreneurship and innovation during in academic courses.
The state government is aware of the severe impact the
COVID-19 pandemic has on start-ups. To help them
scale up post pandemic, the collaboration with industry,
academia, research organisations, start-ups, investors and
other stakeholders will be strengthened. Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) with various organisations are in the
pipeline on this front.
I look forward to examining the policy recommendations
prepared by TiE Chandigarh and GIZ. The Start-up
Punjab cell will consider the recommendations and plan out
appropriate implementation strategy towards their fulfilment.
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Foreword

Mr. Chaman Lal Dhanda
Project Director, Programme for Modernisation and Innovation
Promotion in MSMEs in India,
GIZ India

The COVID-19 pandemic has left its impact on all sectors of
the Indian economy, especially on MSMEs. A dip in demand,
disruptions in supply chains and a two-month long lockdown
have decimated cash reserves and resulted in an existential
risk for the sector. To survive this crisis, 70% of India’s
MSMEs have cut back on their workforce. Further estimates
suggest that 20-40% of MSMEs could permanently close.1
The Government of Punjab has announced multiple
measures to aid the economic recovery of the MSME sector
in the state. To reconfigure the state’s policies on MSMEs,
the state needs to review the role of BMOs and industryacademia linkages.
Against this backdrop, the Programme for Modernisation and
Innovation Promotion in MSMEs in India (MSME INNO),
GIZ, and the Bombay Chamber of Commerce and Industry
organised a series of five policy dialogues in partnership
with TiE Chandigarh, Start-up Punjab, Innovate Punjab,
and the Punjab State Council for Science and Technology
(PSCST) to understand and gather policy recommendations
on the evolving entrepreneurship landscape in the state. This
initiative has helped to acknowledge on-ground issues to
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find practical solutions that can be implemented by the state
government.
To make the policy recommendations pragmatic, participants
represented a cross-section of the MSME ecosystem;
including state governments, BMOs, corporates and social
enterprises.
This publication highlights the strategic importance of the
MSME sector in the current COVID-19 pandemic, brings out
the imminent challenges for the BMOs operating in Punjab,
and shows the way forward with actionable recommendations
that will help strengthen the BMOs and industry-academia
collaboration in the state.
We are pleased to share this report on policy
recommendations for a vibrant MSME ecosystem and hope
they will be considered for the new MSME policies of
Punjab.

Foreword

Mr. Hirdesh Madan
President,
TiE Chandigarh

The economic aspects of the COVID-19 pandemic are
unprecedented. It is a health, economic, and social crisis
requiring multi-layered responses from all sections of our
society. The effects of this pandemic will be protracted.
TiE Chandigarh, on behalf of GIZ India, connected
regional Business Membership Organisations (BMOs) and
representatives from academia with the Government of
Punjab to broaden their understanding of the challenges
faced by members of the regional the MSME ecosystem. The
manner in which BMOs, industry and academia as well as the
government have supported this initiative has proven that we
can overcome any difficult situation if we work in cohesion
with each other.

After week-long careful deliberations and discussions,
we are pleased to share a set of recommendations to
the Government of Punjab. We are confident that the
Government of Punjab will accept this report and implement
changes to help our business community recover and rebuild
a stronger ecosystem from the experiences made during the
pandemic.
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Introduction

MSME Sector in India
The micro-, small-, and medium-sized enterprises (MSME)
sector is the backbone of the Indian economy with more
than 63 million enterprises.2 The MSME sector also employs
around 110 million people as per the 73rd Round of the
National Sample Survey (NSS) report 2017.3 Being the second
largest employment generating sector in India after agriculture,
this sector has emerged as one of the socio-economic drivers
of the country.

Domestic Product (GDP) is 28.9%.4 MSMEs continue
to drive India’s growth despite the challenges of lacking
digitalisation, insufficient capital, missing infrastructure,
scattered markets and the often-found absence of compatible
financial partners and statutory clearances. However, with
governmental support and suitable policies, this sector will
deepen its role as the backbone of India’s economic growth.
In June 2020, the central government revised the definition of
MSMEs to reorganise them more effectively.5

As such the MSME sector’s contribution to the Gross

Enterprise

Investment

Turnover

Micro Enterprise

INR 1 crore (~USD 136,180)

INR 5 crore (~USD 0.7 million)

Small Enterprise

>INR 10 crore (~USD 1.4 million)

INR 50 crore (~USD 6.8 million)

Medium Enterprise

>INR 50 crore (~USD 6.8 million)

INR 250 crore (~USD 34 million)

The Government of India launched the new classification
under the ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan’ economic package
to relieve India’s economic struggle during the pandemic. The
new classification will encourage ease of business, effective
investments, simplified tax payments and better employment
opportunities. It will also make it easier for MSMEs to avail
benefits from government schemes such as the interest
subvention scheme and the fund of funds scheme.
MSMEs in Punjab
The Punjab’s rich industrial base of about 259,000 MSME
units, employing 2.03 million workers, reflects the enterprising
spirit of the state.6 MSMEs largely span across sectors like auto
components, agricultural tools, bicycles, cotton ginning and
processing, electrical goods, hand tools, IT and Electronics
System Design and Manufacturing (ESDM), pharmaceuticals,
rubber goods, sports goods, yarn and textiles as well as sewing
machines.7

The state is now at a threshold to a new culture of innovation
and technology-driven enterprises. Top-notch infrastructure,
excellent connectivity, premium educational institutes, and
conducive government policies add to the strength of the state.
Thus, the state government promotes MSMEs through various
funding and support initiatives. Some of these are: cluster
development programmes, technology centres, common facility
centres, additional state support of interest subsidy under the
Credit Linked Capital Subsidy Scheme (CLCSS) and the Credit
Guarantee Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE)
Scheme of the Ministry of MSME, Government of India.
Role of BMOs in the MSME Ecosystem
Business Membership Organisations (BMOs), also known as
industry associations, represent member firms, companies, and
individual entrepreneurs. To promote sustainable economic
growth and development, BMOs support their members
through paid services. Serving as a link between entrepreneurs
Page 9

The number of MSME units in Punjab has grown from 180,000 in 2016-2017 to 200,000 in 2017-18. Similarly, the contribution
of the MSME sector to the overall employment in the state has increased from 1,350,000 employees to 1,490,000 employees.
Overall the production value by MSME units in Punjab grew by 10% from 2016-17
Source: ‘MSME Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises’. (2019). http://investpunjab.gov.in/assets/docs/
MSME.pdf (Accessed on 16.12.2020)

and the government, service providers and other stakeholders,
they foster industrial development, entrepreneurship and
employee organisation.

order to properly support the ecosystem, many BMOs need to
overcome challenges like unsustainable cash flows and lack of
infrastructure.

With a robust outreach among MSMEs in urban and remote
areas, they are known to be a reliable link for MSMEs. BMOs,
as a collective entity, promote various activities like (a) training
and skill development, (b) industrial visits, exhibitions and
seminars, (c) joint and cultural activities and (d) infrastructure
on rent. They also guide and support MSMEs to resolve their
operational challenges such as business registration, bank
linkages and compliance with laws. Wherever required, BMOs
negotiate with other service providers for the entrepreneurs so
they can avail services at a suitable price. In all of the above,
activities are linked to promoting or bringing about a positive
change in the status quo of sustainable practices.

Industry-Academia Linkages

As per a survey conducted by the Foundation of MSME
Clusters (FMC) in 2017, Punjab and Maharashtra house 243
and 228 BMOs respectively; the highest among all the states
in India.8 BMOs play a pivotal role in creating a vibrant
MSME ecosystem. The COVID-19 pandemic has made the
role of BMOs even more vital as they need to strengthen the
local ecosystem and support MSMEs to overcome present
challenges like broken supply chains, capital shortage, labour
migration, need for guidance, and Research and Development
(R&D) support. BMOs thus need to improve their value
proposition and embrace working through digital tools. In
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Countries like the United States of America (USA), Germany
and Japan, foster long-term industry-academia linkages through
common objectives and a win-win approach.9 In contrast to
these countries, India is still at a nascent stage of developing
strong industry-academia collaborations. While the cooperation
has improved in recent years, India requires a clear policy
framework to strengthen the ties between both stakeholders.
Industry-academia linkages are important for skill
development, knowledge transfer, sustainable MSME growth
and entrepreneurship promotion. Depending on the scope,
objective and institutional arrangements, the partnership
focuses on knowledge sharing, training, research and
development as well as capital mobility. Such alliances will also
help universities to grow as hubs for entrepreneurship.
Cooperation between industry and academia is also becoming
increasingly crucial to build a robust innovation ecosystem in
Punjab. Various initiatives undertaken by the GIZ Programme
for Modernisation and Innovation Promotion in MSMEs in
India (MSME INNO) highlight the need for an increase in
collaboration. During the COVID-19 pandemic, institutions like
Punjab University, IIT Ropar, Guru Nanak Dev Engineering

College Ludhiana, and Punjab State Council for Science and
Technology (PSCST) have actively fostered targeted alliances
with MSMEs and larger industries.
The nationwide study ‘Framework of University-Industry
Linkages in Research’, conducted by the PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry with support of the Ministry of
Science and Technology, analysed industry-academia linkages
in all states of India.a The study identified the strongest
industry-academia linkages in Karnataka, Kerala, Gujarat,
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh. The Punjab reached the 9th
position. According to the study, the five sectors with the
strongest industry-academia collaboration for the Punjab are:
(a) agro and food processing, (b) textiles, (c) sports goods, (d)
agricultural and allied activities and (e) automotive and auto
components. Despite the strong industry-academia linkages
in Punjab, these collaborations can be further strengthened to
realise the state’s full potential.
Why these recommendations?
The entrepreneurship ecosystem is highly impacted by
the COVID-19 pandemic. This crisis is both an existential
threat and an opportunity for the country. Most developed
nations, including the USA and Japan, are moving business
operations from China to other South Asian countries that
offer favourable business environments and cheap labour.
India, with its vast resources, young workforce, and 1.3 billion
consumers, is an ideal destination for foreign investment.
Internally, however, India’s own economic activities, including
industrial production, fell significantly between April and
September 2020. Owing to the COVID-19 related nationwide
lockdown, the overall demand for goods and services was
reduced drastically. Adding to that, labour migration from
industrial centres to hometowns and villages increased the
pressure on industrial production. Further, due to credit

The COVID-19 pandemic is still ongoing. Even though the
government has reduced the lockdown restrictions to resume
economic activity, businesses are facing bottlenecks while moving
towards recovery.
BMOs and academia play a critical role in helping start-ups and
MSMEs to recover and leverage this growth opportunity through
innovative products, processes and solutions. Thus, supporting
and strengthening these two ecosystem players can go a long way
in creating a conducive and rewarding business landscape.
With a focus on BMOs and industry-academia collaboration,
this stakeholder dialogue aimed to address the following key
questions:
•
•
•
•

How is the entrepreneurship landscape changing during the
COVID-19 pandemic?
How is the role of BMOs and academia evolving during this
phase?
What approach should they adopt to help start-ups sustain
and grow during and post-COVID-19?
How can they build their own capacities to achieve this goal?

In view of the above, the Programme for Modernisation and
Innovation Promotion in MSMEs in India (MSME INNO)
organised a series of five stakeholder dialogues in Punjab on
strengthening the MSME landscape and supporting MSMEs
during and post COVID-19. These dialogues were organised
online as webinars. Objective, outcome, and tentative agenda of
the policy dialogues given in chapter 2.

crunch despite many government schemes, businesses faced
existential threats.

a

The states were evaluated based on availability of universities, interaction of industries with universities, continuity in interaction,
frequency of interaction, support in providing quality solutions, MoUs/ agreements with universities, patents gained in the past 5 years,
continuity of research activities, interaction with students and frequency of interaction with students.
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Discussion

The GIZ Programme for Modernisation and Innovation
Promotion in MSMEs in India and TiE Chandigarh
jointly organised policy discussions to better understand
the changing entrepreneurship landscape in the state and to
gather recommendations from the stakeholders for the state
government. Startup Punjab, Innovate Punjab, Punjab State
Council for Science and Technology were the Government
partners and Chamber of Industrial & Commercial
Undertakings (CICU) Ludhiana, MIA Punjab, Central
Tool Room Ludhiana, Guru Nanak Dev Engineering
College and Mohali Hitech Metal Cluster (MHMC) were
the eco-system partners.
The focus of the discussion was on strengthening BMOs and
promoting industry-academia partnerships in the state. The

participants were representatives of national and local BMOs,
academia, educational institutions, industry, state and central
governments. These five sessions were conducted on 12th, 14th,
and 15th October 2020.
The objectives of the discussion on strengthening BMOs in
Punjab were:
•

to understand the role of BMOs during COVID-19

•

to share recognised methodologies for the capacity
building of BMOs

•

to understand how BMOs and the government support
each other to enable MSME growth.
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Objectives: Day 2
The major obhectives of the discussions on promoting
industry-academia linkages in Punjab were:

•

discussion: how can the government institutionalise
industry and academia?

•

•

showcasing best practices.

underlining the need for industry-academia engagement for
innovation promotion at a large scale

Page 15

3
Page 16

Recommendations

Recommendations to Strengthen BMOs
1.

BMOs are essential for the success of MSMEs in Punjab
as they provide a crucial link between the government,
entrepreneurs and other stakeholders of the ecosystem.
Thus, the government is encouraged to adopt a systematic
approach to support and build the capacity of BMOs.
For this, the state government should incentivise BMOs
to get government accreditation. This will ensure
greater transparency in their functioning and professional
management and instil confidence among stakeholders.
BMO accreditation will ensure that the organisations
are reliable and that they adhere to the minimum quality
standards and performance. The government will also be
able to identify and partner with the accredited BMOs for
project implementation and policy dialogue.

2.

There are many BMOs in Punjab and they significantly
vary in competence and outreach. Over the years, BMOs
with members from large enterprises have grown but
BMOs serving MSMEs are still grappling. Most of them
struggle from low membership numbers, scarce resources
and weak management with insufficient services and
few activities. Thus, the government should develop a
framework to rank BMOs. This will ensure transparency
and encourage better performance standards. The
government can set up an independent agency to rank
them based on their activities and impact. The policy
makers can use this ranking to develop schemes that
incentivise performing BMOs and support the nonperformers.

3.

The state government may execute research projects
on economic forecasts and entrepreneurship trends
through BMOs. This will help the government and
BMO members leverage future opportunities and mitigate
threats. For this, the government may consider creating a
research fund.

4.

BMOs have the reach and access to entrepreneurs
in urban as well as remote areas across the state. By

increasing the involvement of BMOs in the design
and implementation of policies for MSMEs and
start-ups, the government can better understand the
issues faced by entrepreneurs and improve their outreach.
This will also help their mission of improving the business
ecosystem in the state.
5.

The government may consider creating a joint working
group to bring together relevant ministries and BMOs
to addresses the concerns of the entrepreneurs and
other stakeholders. This body should recommend policy
interventions to the state.

6.

Despite the intent, most BMOs are not able to
fulfil their core functions due to lack of capacity,
resources, competent staff and robust links with the
state government. Nurturing BMOs for a robust
entrepreneurship ecosystem will require certain efforts.
The government should organise training and capacity
building programmes with international and national
experts. Able BMOs will provide quality services to
MSMEs.

7.

The government can utilise BMOs for sharing the latest
information about government programmes and
funding schemes with entrepreneurs. This will help
bridge the information gap on government initiatives
for entrepreneurs. With increased awareness about the
schemes, beneficiaries will also be able to avail the facilities
and support offered by the government.
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Recommendations to Promote Industry-Academia
Linkages
Recommendations on promoting industry-academia linkages
in Punjab are based on the policy dialogues and subsequent
deliberations with academic institutes and industry leaders at
TiE Chandigarh.
1.

Industry connect and research should be an integral
part of every state university and college. The state
government should proactively provide opportunities for
collaboration between academic institutions and industries
on state, national and international level. The government
should also encourage industrial tours, internships for
students, and industry experience for faculties to expose
them to industry requirements and trends.

2.

To make industry-academia collaboration sustainable,
government-assisted incubators and entrepreneurship
cells should be established in colleges and universities.
University incubators aid the creation and growth of
technology-based companies. For this, universities can also
tap into the support of industries.

3.

Many innovations by academia never reach their
beneficiaries because of the industry-academia disconnect.
The government should incentivise technology
licensing and adoption of academic innovations to
encourage commercialisation. Information about new
and undergoing innovations should also be available to
the public for interested companies. Academic institutes
should also be encouraged to create innovations based on
industry demand.

4.

Encourage healthy competition among the state
districts to promote innovation. The government may
constitute awards/ rewards to performing districts and
support the non-performing districts.
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Organiser
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH
For more than 60 years, the Deutsche Gesellschaft für
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH has been
working with various government and other agencies in India
to promote and nurture sustainable economic, ecological, and
social development.
On behalf of the German Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development (BMZ), the GIZ has
partnered with the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MoMSME), Government of India, to enable
the development of an innovative ecosystem for the Indian
MSME sector through the Programme for Modernisation and
Innovation Promotion in MSMEs in India.
The project aims to achieve this through its four verticals:
(a) industry-academia collaboration
(b) strengthening Business Membership Organisations
(BMOs)
(c) fostering the incubation of start-ups
(d) anchoring innovation in policy strategies
Implementation Partner
TiE Chandgarh
Since 1992, TiE has been supporting entrepreneurs by
offering education, mentorship, networking and funding
opportunities as well as incubation. The mission of TiE
is to globally foster entrepreneurship. TiE connects the
entire entrepreneurship ecosystem, including early-stage
entrepreneurs, serial entrepreneurs, professionals at leading
corporations, venture capital, angel investors and thought
leaders. They currently represent 15,000 members (including
more than 3,000 charter members or mentors) in 61 chapters
across 14 countries.
The TiE Chandigarh chapter represents 280+ strong
entrepreneurs from the Punjab, Haryana and Himachal
Pradesh. TiE Chandigarh organises more than 50 events
throughout the year to educate, mentor and create networking
opportunities for its members.
Apart from its flagship event ‘TiECon’, TiE Chandigarh also
works closely with Software Technology Park India (STPI)
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Mohali, the Punjab State Council for Science & Technology,
the Government of Punjab, the Government of Haryana
and many other bodies on various aspects such as fostering
entrepreneurship and policy framework. .
Government Partners
Startup Punjab
The state government launched ‘Startup Punjab’ to build
a strong ecosystem for nurturing innovation and start-up.
A ‘Start-up Cell’ was set up at Punjab Infotech under the
Department of Industries & Commerce on 15th November
2017 to look after all activities and work related to start-ups.
The Start-up Punjab portal was launched on 16th January
2018 by the Chief Minister for start-ups to connect and
collaborate online with all elements of the Start-up ecosystem.
Startup Punjab has partnered with various stakeholders
such as TiE Chandigarh, Chandigarh Angels Network,
TAN Advisors, IIT Ropar, PAU Ludhiana, Thapar Institute
of Engineering and Technology, PHDCCI to support and
promote the state’s start-up ecosystem.
Punjab Innovation Mission
To give further impetus to the start-up ecosystem in the
state, the Punjab cabinet led by the Chief Minister Captain
Amarinder Singh on 2nd December 2020 established the
Punjab Innovation Mission and Punjab Innovation Fund.
To achieve the objective of encouraging private sector
invesetment, a Punjab innovation fund of INR 150 crore
is proposed to be set up to invest in early-stage start-ups in
Punjab. The Government’s participation in this fund will be a
maximum of 10% of the corpus, i.e. INR. 15 crore.
The two pillars of the Punjab Innovation Mission are
Pollinator (diaspora outreach, challenges/hackathons,
incubator trainings, connecting all stakeholders and
incubators) and Accelerator (mentorship and acceleration
of start-ups). While the mission is sector agnostic, it focuses
on thrust sectors like agri-tech, food processing, healthcare,
pharma, bio-technology, life-sciences, IT/ITES, gaming &
sports, arts & entertainment.
Punjab State Council for Science and Technology
(PSCST)
The Punjab State Council for Science and Technology
(PSCST) is a research council of the Department of
Science, Technology, and Environment, Punjab. PSCST is a

technical arm of the Department of Science and Technology,
Government of India. To enhance competitiveness, boost
growth and create jobs, the council aims to develop a robust
ecosystem for research and innovation.
PSCST was established on July 21, 1983. Since then, the council,
with the purpose of infusing scientific attitude in public minds,
has laid emphasis to disburse knowledge through various means
of display and publications.
The council’s project schemes are:
• Popularisation of science
• Environment conservation
• Consultancy services to industries
• Biotechnological interventions
• Information on Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)
PSCST endeavours to harness the potential of science and
technology as an instrument of socio-economic change. The
council strives to ensure that science, technology and innovation
increasingly become part of everyday life as a means to
transform rural Punjab.
Ecosystem Partners
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